e CONSORTIUM OF

% EUROPEAN . :
[#F RESEARCH I, Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum ORSZAGOS B o
% AN - e = P SZECHENYI ==

2 ¥%.. LIBRARIES [TT=1TI Kozgyujtemenw Kozpont KONYVTAR mo*

the digital transition on
ns: the changing role of
arian profession

V g:yé sRenyi
Y . »_,33{’ :

! f _4th China—CEEC Curators’ Forum of Libraries Union,

Budapest 20-21.10.2025



Content of the prezentation

The ever-changing library profession
Background our present challenge
Efforts to find a solution

How adopt the future?




THE ROLE, SKILLS, AND CAPABILITIES

. . . OF LIBRARIANS THRUJGHOUT HISTORY
The ever-changing library profession
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Background our present challenge:
Industrial revoltuions
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LR Fromrthe early 2010s to the present Expected to begin in the mid 2020s

Artificial Intelligence (Al), robotics, loT, Big Data, Artificial intelligence + human empathy, human—
cloud-based systems, automation machine collaboration, ethical technology

_Maximizing efficiency and automation Human-centeredness, social benefit, sustainability

Digitalization, sensor networks, smart systems Collective intelligence, human—Al collaboration,
(smart cities, smart homes), industrial robotics ethical Al, integration of social values

Keywords

Repositioning human creativity and decision-

Role of the Workforce Replacement of human labor, need for retraining ] ) ) )
making, collaboration with machines

_ . . Technological ethics, social polarization,
Unemployment due to automation, digital divide, & P

Challenges , technological control, preservation of human
data security .
dignity
Mechanization of processes (cataloguing, search, Librarian as a “digital humanist”: interpreter,
Impact on Libraries archiving), increased importance of data curator, media-literate educator comes to the
management forefront
o . , .. Rethinking the system’s purpose: why and for
Cultural-Institutional Paradigm Operating the system based on efficiency = Y PP v

whom do we preserve data/information?



What is our biggest challange

* The digital transition more complex
process than we first think about it becuse Bt
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* The effect of the data tsunami, the process
became more qunatiti than quality
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Efforts to find a solution
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How to adapt to the future?

With the advent of Al, computer science skills are being pushed into
the background, as they are already partially replaced by Al, and
classic skills that have defined the librarian profession from the
beginning can come to the fore. Just as the human being is once again
given greater emphasis with the advent of the 5th industrial
revolution, the librarian and the traditional skills associated with it are
once again taking center stage: literacy, gatekeeper, scientist.
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