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Union!



The Hungarian Library Institute

• The Library Institute is the central institution in 
Hungary for libraries, the library system, services 
provided to librarians, strategic developments, and 
library research. It provides professional background 
and resources for the cultural government's sectoral 
management role. In its work, it monitors social 
changes and provides strategic support for the 
development and implementation of responses to 
professional challenges.

• As the national coordinating body for public library 
services, the Library Institute provides services to 
libraries and the library system as a professionally 
independent organizational unit of the National 
Széchényi Library.

• During its 25 years of existence, the Library Institute 
has been the professional coordinator of numerous 
national projects. It not only coordinates domestic 
innovation, but also monitors the activities of libraries 
ranging from the smallest to the largest in the 
country.

Role in the innovation

• Services
• Services for libraries
• Services for the government
• Services for library research

• Coordination and participation
• National projects
• International projects

• Monitoring
• Projects
• Daily operation



Departments of The Hungarian Library
Institute

• Library Professional- and Continuing Training Department
• Vocational training for librarians
• Further training for librarians

• Research and Analysis Department
• Domestic statistics
• Research

• Library Quality Improvement Department
• Awards, fees, tenders
• Supporting the work of Hungarian libraries in in quality management

• Library Science Library
• Library for reseachers in the field of library and information science

• Office for GLAM Standards
• Translation and adoption of library standards



Innovations



Former and recent innovations – Education

• Permanent and former trainings
and education
• Two permanent education

• 032250002 Assistant librarian (440 
contact hours)(from 2008)

• 02135013 Book and paper restorer
(1100 contact hours)(from 2022)

• 16 further trainings and education in 
various a trendy topics.

• More than 100 publications, mostly
according to our trainings
(textbooks and other monographic
publications), most of them
available free at MEK+ (Hungarian
Electronic Library)

• Recent trainings
• Green libraries (in process)
• Trends in local history research in the 

21st century
• Professional self-awareness and 

coaching approach in practice
• Register of Hungarian scientific works 

administration
• Resource Description and Access
• Digitization and preserving
• Reading development, reading 

promotion: new challenges, renewed 
methods

• Publishing in a public collection 
environment





Former and recent innovations – Quality
management

• Permanent and former activity
• Winners’ conference for the Library Quality Award and 

Certified Library Title
• 3 steps Conference
• Tender application information days
• Coordinating the work of the domestic library experts
• Collecting the innovations of the National Library
• Hungarian Library Database

• Recent innovations
• Good practices collection (Nowadays almost 100 good

practice from Hungarian libraries voluntary or at the
request of the Library Institute)

• Celebration of Library Excellence (February 6, 2025) 
online conference

• Coordinating the Library Challenge Competition. In the 
competition, with a total prize fund of 128 million Ft, 
libraries had to increase the number of registered 
readers and loans, as well as the number of 
participants in events. A total of 370 libraries entered 
the competition, and over a period of six months, 
participants increased the number of documents 
borrowed by 8.6%, the number of registered readers by 
31% and the number of event participants by 32.4%.

• Transfer of quality management methods in an 
informal, playful manner

• Creation of a self-assessment interface for the 
Hungarian Library Database

• Professional days for library experts
• Online application interface for library quality 

applications







Former and recent innovations – Research 
and analysis

• Permanent and former activity
• From 2015: time series library

statistical data about the operation of 
the Hungarian libraries

• Data visualization and data publishing
free for the citizens about these data

• We get annual trend reports and 
analysis from data

• Ad hoc researches in different topics
(reading)

• Domestic statistical reporting system
(Government+HLI)

• Recent innovations
• Downloadable Trend report 2024
• Applying new technologies (PowerBI, 

PowerQuery) in data processing and 
visualization

• User friendly reporting dashboard for
the citizens.

• Participation in the development of 
the Library Challenge Competition
and monitoring the statistical data
competition

• National Statistical Flash Report
• Country tour: visiting regional data 

processing centers





Former and recent innovations –
Standardization

• Permanent and former activity
• Participation in international working

groups
• EURIG – The European RDA 

Interest Group
• RDA Steering Committee
• RDA Translators’ Working Group
• IFLA Bibliographic Conceptual

Models Review Group (til 2023)
• IFLA ISBD Review Group (til 2023)

• Membership in Hungarian Standards
Institution (MSZT/MB 508 working
committee – "Information and 
documentation" standards)

• Hungarian inter-institutional RDA 
working group (RDA-HU)

• Recent innovations
• Translating the RDA Registry and 

Toolkit into Hungarian language
• RDA training (contact and online 

form)
• RDA textbook for Hungarian librarians
• Proposal for the introduction of RDA 

(for Hungarian libraries)(in process)





Former and recent innovations –
Library Science Library

• Permanent and former activity
• Cca 140 000 printed matter collection

in library and information science
various languages (Chinese as well)

• Subscription to library science
databases (ProQuest, Emerald)

• European Book History Collection
• Building HUMANUS – Arts and 

humanities article database
• Book History Bibliography
• Current Bibliography of the Hungarian

Library and Information Science 
Literature

• Classic library services for librarians
and libraries

• Recent innovations
• Librarians’ Office – regular roundtable

discussion in the hot topics of the
Hungarian librarian professional
public life. (In every two weeks, and 
streaming at the Youtube channel of 
the National Library.)

• Deeper involvement in social media
with daily news from around the
world.

• Translating the materials of IFLA and 
other international library
organizations.





Our current publications

Háromká –
Magazine for
librarians.

Central European 
Library and 
Information Science 
Review – Scientific
periodical

Current
Bibliography of the
Hungarian Library
and Information
Science Literature

Book history
bibliography



Thank you for your kind attention!


