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Also on the Precious Ancient Books Collected in Nanjing Library
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Basic knowledge of Ancient Books
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the Origin and Characteristics of Ancient Books in Nanjing Library
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the Protection, Promotion and Utilization of Ancient Books
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the Preservation Situation of Ancient Books in Jiangsu Province
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Jiangsu Province has over 4.5 million ancient books, accounting for
more than 13% of the total number of ancient books in the country.
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As of 2024, the Nanjing Library has a total collection of 1.6 million volumes
(pieces) of rare books, including over 12,000 and 140,000 volumes (pieces),
such as Dunhuang manuscripts, Liao Dynasty manuscripts, and masterpieces
passed down through the ages from the Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing Dynasties. A
total of 631 precious ancient books have been included in the National List of
Precious Ancient Books , accounting for 4.8% of the national total, ranking
among the top in the country at the same level.
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1+ 2 &5 A what is a "shanben” (edition)
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It refers to the transmitted copies of ancient books printed via block
caving, movable type setting, and other printing techniques.
22 AEA what is a "shanben type” (edition type)
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A general term for various types of editions produced using different
writing and printing techniques, including block-printed editions,
vermilion-printed editions, overprinted editions, seal-stamped editions,
movable-type editions, manuscript editions, and annotated/collected
editions with postscript.



Criteria: Historical Relic Value, Aademic Document Value, Artistic
Representative Value
Grading: Level 1: Particularly Important; Time, Edition

Level 2: Important; Time, Edition

Level 3: Relatively Important; Time, Edition

Level 4: Ordinary Copies; Time (1796-1911)
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Edition of Ancient Books /
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« The "edition of ancient books" refers to the layout style of engraved ancient
books. It includes the printing surface, main and secondary titles, border
Q’ lines, column dividers, top margin, bottom margin, line arrangement,
\;gharacter count, fish-tail marks, "elephant trunk"(the space between border
’;flnes and column dividers), book ears (samll blocks on the side of the page),
4" publication labels, notes, punctuation marks, illustrations, and more.
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Structure of Ancient Books
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book cover, book label, book block, book
leaf, title leaf, guard leaf, book spine fold
(the inner fold where pages are bound),

book spine, top edge of the book, bottom
edge of the book, book corner
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Classification of Ancient Books
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commonly used classification method for ancient books is the
Four-Branch Classification, which includes Confucian Classics,

§ d—listory, Philosophy, and Literature.
, ,The classification in Catalogue of Rare Books in Chinese Ancient

&( ; “Collections follows the Five-Branch Classification: Confucian
e Classics, History, Philosophy, Literature, and Series.
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Sources and Characteristics of Ancient
Books in Nanjing Library
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One of the predecessors
of Nanjing Library: the
National Central Library

F BRI B 2 —:
BHARERTLE B 51E

One of the predecessors of
Nanjing Library: Jiangnan
Library in the late Qing Dynasty
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Sources and Characteristics of Ancient Books in
Nanjing Library

1608l 5 5E

1.6 million volumes of ancient books
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In 1952, it received 100,000 thread-bound books from the
Southern Jiangsu Cultural Relics Management Committee.

In 1992, it acquired 541 types (3,707 volumes) of books from the
Gu Family's Guoyunlou Collection.

In recent years, it has purchased more than 30 types of books
through auctions and received a manuscript copy of Baiyu Zhai
Cihua (Notes on Ci Poetry from Baiyu Studio) by Chen Tingzhuo as

a donation.
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Sources and Characteristics of Ancient Books

ﬁ%%\ ﬁEEU Abundant in collection, comprehensive in
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7]‘75%1 Zl-'\li Nearly 200 editions printed in the Song and

2003 Yuan dynasties

%i'] $6+% Over 6,000 editions printed in the Ming
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%Zﬂzliifﬂ% Nearly 70,000 editions printed in the Qing
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'ﬁﬁﬁ"‘ kié‘iﬁ'#% the Top Ten Rare Ancient Books in the Collection of

Nanjing Library
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ﬁ?@ﬁ%’ the Guoyunlou Collection
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In 1992, Nanjing Library purchased 541 titles (3,707 volumes) of the "Guoyunlou Collection". Its
content covers the four major categories of traditional Chinese classics—Jing (Confucian Classics),
Shi (Histories), Zi (Philosophies), and Ji (Literary Collections)—with complete and fine editions that
almost include all types of ancient paper-based books.

Among them are 7 editions printed in the Song Dynasty, 10 editions printed in the Yuan Dynasty,
as well as editions from the Ming and Qing dynasties, annotated and colophon-edited editions,
master copies for the Siku Quanshu (Complete Library of the Four Treasuries), manuscript copies,
hand-copied editions, rubbings, seal-stamped editions, movable-type printed editions, and
overprinted editions.

In terms of time, the collection spans the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. Geographically,
besides editions from various periods of China, it also includes a small number of editions printed
in Japan and Korea.
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Representative Rare

Editions of the Song
and Yuan Dynasties
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E’%ﬁ%fi‘ﬁ Methods of Ancient Books Protection

Ancient Books Protection

Inherent Conservation
(focusing on preserving
the original form of
ancient books)

K IREE  Collection Environment
& Development

EHBE Ancient Books Restoration

Reproductive Conservation
(protecting through
reproduction)

Photographic Reproduction

Y®&EM o nd Publication

5% BB T Microfilm

# F kX Digital Processing




Haa R R EESR
RARBSHEES

the intelligent compact shelves in
the ancient book repository
integrate modern technology with
traditional methods
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Ancient Books Restoration

HREBRE

Ancient Books Restoration Room
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photocopying, collating, and compiling the
library's collected ancient books

participating in major national cultural projects

cooperating in major local cultural and
historical publishing projects




ELiEE

BRI AR

Achievements in Ancient Books Collation and Research

(LB NEBFX B R L FE L%

]

%)

Catalogue of Jiangsu Province's Ancient Books Selected
into the National Rare Ancient Books List"
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Promotion and Utilization of Collected Ancient Books

B IR

REATTHFEIAR, 15
BRMIRE
W, A
17 %2

RAE30004E 4 B +H £ 5
AR

BTRAREFERM
R AATT 50 Ve 3

HH1 A TR AR s AR

Opening to the Public and
Service Work

Emphasizing reader services

Providing 40,000 newly printed
copies and 10,000 boxes of
microfilms
Offering access to some electronic
versions and original ancient books
for reading

Providing access to high-
definition scanned copies of
3,000 types of collected ancient
books for reading

Making every effort to provide
version research and comparison
for experts and scholars
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Promotion and Utilization of Collected Ancient Books| Opening to the Public and Service
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http://www.jslib.org.cn/pub/njlib/njlib_jsgjbhw/njlib_jsgjbhwgzjz/njlib_jsgjbhwxwdt/201210/W020121016489481452097.jpg

AE Rl S SRR HERE I A IS BEENTE

Promotion and Utilization of Collected Ancient Books| Opening to the Public and Service
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Exhibition of the Combined Collection Xuanlan Forum
of Xuanlantang Series
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Emphasizing the Promotion of Reading Historical Documents
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the Themed Exhibition of Nanjing Library Reading Festival: Since 2010, the Reading Festival has been held annually
around one classic work
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the Promotion of Reading Themed Exhibition

Emphasizing
Historical Documents

BEERE SRR

Exhibition of the Reunited Collection
of Guoyunlou Library
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Emphasizing Cultural
Exchange and Exhibition

Promotion and Utilization of Col lected Ancient Books
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Conclusion:

"To carry on the lost learning of the sages of the past" — more than 900
years ago, during the Northern Song Dynasty, such a powerful and
Inspiring voice emerged. Today, with highly advanced civilization, we
should have an even clearer understanding and firmer confidence.
"Carrying on the lost learning" is not only about inheriting and preserving
excellent historical and cultural classics, but more importantly, about
inheriting the ideas contained in these classics and promoting their
widespread dissemination. Although the preservation and utilization of
ancient books will always be a contradictory unity, the innovative
development of technology has provided more and more methods and
possibilities to balance this contradiction.
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Insights:
Technology is essential, but an open mind and a broad
vision are even more so — these are the real driving
forces that continue to advance the conservation of
ancient books.
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Thanks you all!



